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THEATER

The Other Fab Fo

Jersey Boys is set to open on Oct. 17 for a nearly two-week run in Spokane. JoAn MARCUS PHOTO

Five decades after its inception, the acclaimed musical

Jersey Boys gives The Four Seasons its due

BY E.J. IANNELLI

he Four Seasons were certamly no one-hit
I wonder. The New Jersey quartet had a string of

‘Top 40 singles like “Sherry” and “Walk Like a
Man” — songs that are now embedded in the pop music
lexicon and staples of oldies stations. The group’s “Big
Girls Don’t Cry” has been used in films to evoke the
zeitgeist of an entire decade. “December, 1963 (Oh, What
a Night)” 1s a dance floor warhorse that keeps getting a
new lease on life through routine remixes.

So would 1t be right to say that the Four Seasons were
big? Big with a capital B? Big like the band’s contempo-
raries, the Beatles?

No, the Seasons never quite made it to that league.
'To their detriment, the foursome spent its early years
bemng shelled by the British Invasion. Clearly they had no
trouble writing ear candy that moved millions of records,
but therr music was of a different mold, one that already
seemed familiar to ears on this side of the Atlantic. No

matter how high Frankie Valli's vocals reached, the
Four Seasons’ music lacked the aura of exoticism that so
enthralled American listeners at the ame.

And so the Fab Four garnered the lmehght while
their doo-wop counterparts, although not exactly
obscure, never ascended to the same enduring level of
music stardom.

Things began to change in 2004, more than 40
years after the Four Seasons first came together
n 1ts classic incarnation of Frankie Valli, Bob
Gaudio (who had a pre-Seasons hit with “Short Shorts”),
Tommy DeVito and Nick Massi. The musical Fersey Boys
— written by Gaudio along with other award-winning
song- and scriptwriters like Marshall Brickman (of dnnze
Hall fame) — cast the group’s legacy in an entirely new
light.

The musical melded the group’s most recognizable
songs with the tale of its largely blue-collar roots and tu-
multuous career arc. Although Fersey Boys was inevitably
branded with the dreaded “jukebox musical” label — that

..conftnued on next page
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“THE OTHER FAB FOUR,” CONTINUED...

18, a new production that dramatizes an existing
pop soundtrack — it managed to avoid the usual
pitfalls of the genre.

Shortly after the musical’s debut in La Jolla,
Calif., the audience of fersey Boys morphed from

die-hard Four Seasons fans into casual theatergo-

ers who crammed sold-out shows of extended
runs. In 2005, the year 1t made the move to
Broadway, }E'r!.qv Boys won four ‘lony Awards
and a Grammy. In subsequent years, it would
pick up mternational prizes m the U.K., Austra-
lia and Canada.

Ron Melrose, the music director of fersey
Boys, whose efforts helped the production walk
away with some of those awards, says recogni-
tion of the band 1s long overdue.

The Four Seasons “were guys from the
wrong side of the tracks at a ttime when that
wasn't desirable,” he says.

“Remember, they were doing their hits —
1963 was ‘Sherry’ and ‘Big Girls Don’t Cry’

T&I

and “Walk Like a Man’ — right when the Beatles
were happening. So we were n an aspirational
time. We were in a fasanated-with-foreigners
time. Everything that was British was gold,” says
Melrose.

“But my father-in-law,” he adds, “who 1s a bit
older than I am, says, “The Seasons were what
we listened to and loved while we were waiting
for the next Beatles album to come out.” And
they had number-one and top-five songs at a
time when the other four of the top five were all
Beatles hits.”

In fact, Melrose would venture one step fur-
ther. He maintains that “while the Beatles were
taking us on mushroom trips,” the Seasons were
speaking to the whole of working-class America.

“There’s a speech in [ Jersey Boys] which
basically says, *“We weren't the songs for the
guys that skipped out of iighting. We were the
band for the guys that shipped out. And their
airlfriends. And that girl behind the counter at
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Since its debut in 2004, Jersey Boys has become a touring juggernaut, reviving interest in The Four Seasons. JoAN MARCUS PHOTO
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